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Experiences of Individual Soldiers during the Civil War
	The American civil war still ranks as one of the most devastating historical periods in American history; the war period also doubles as the most important historical period in creating modern American (McPherson, 2003). However, the war may not have been exactly as history describes it. The war was not necessary at all. While some people may congratulate Abraham Lincoln for persistently and fearlessly fighting to uphold the union, the perspectives of the soldiers of both sides establish that the prolongation of the war was as a result of unrelenting manly egos rather than real issues. 
	The words of the individual soldiers demonstrate the difficulty of the war. In the words of Confederate soldier Eli Pinson Landers, the state of the camps was pathetic and difficult. The Confederate army was ill-prepared and had many difficulties fighting on their own turf. In the words of this young soldier, a lot of his friends and other members of his infantry died of injuries and disease. He eventually died of typhoid fever himself. The diary of John Jackman also represents similar fashion of great suffering and endless misfortunes within the camp. The view from the Federal side is not any different. In spite of the fact that Elisha Hunt Rhodes uses his diary to demonstrate his remarkable grit, it is evident that the other men suffered unnecessarily. Also, it is evident that both sets of soldiers dreaded disease while in the camp and were afraid of surprise combats. In the description by Rhodes and Landers, some of the combats of the war were highly intense and ended up having devastating impacts. Unlike the Union soldiers who had traveled southwards to engage the southern rebels, the words of Landers and Jackman demonstrate the southerners’ fears for their families and property. The war occurred in southern turf hence the risk of some civilians ending up as casualties and the risk of destroying private property. Landers, for instance, feared highly for his mother’s condition and for their crops. The fact that the war did not end sooner and ended up claiming approximately 750000 lives is evidence to the egoistic nature of the generals’ orders (McPherson, 2003). No side was willing to lose the battle even in the face of the great suffering that the war inflicted on soldiers and civilians alike. 
	Moreover, the words of individual soldiers during the war demonstrate the lack of major social issues that led to the war and propagated the war. Most of the soldiers in both armies were persuaded by their manly ego or by their desire to serve in an army and not by real issues. Even when a soldier had real issues, they were often misconstrued (McPherson, 2003). Rhodes, for instance, constantly labels the seceding southerners as rebels without understanding the real issues driving them to secede. Clearly, Rhodes is not out to maintain the union but to punish the rebels. The southerners are more realistic in their understanding of the basis of the war. Landers, for instance, states that his sole reason to fight on his own turf is to resist subjugation at all cost. He, however, does not expound much on this subject hence questioning his knowledge of the basis for the secession of the Confederate states. On the subject of slavery, Rhodes epitomizes a typical northerner who knew little about the institution of slavery before traveling south. Rhodes, thus, confirms his desire to fight for the emancipation of all men. On the other side, Landers’s white ego cannot stand the idea of equality of black and white men. One of the things he resents about military service is being required to carry a pass like black men did. Even though the southerners fought to keep slaves for their labor, the words of Landers demonstrate that their fight was majorly a subject of white ego; the white men who had propagated the institution of slavery for centuries were not ready to view the black slaves as their equals. From the writings of the three men, it emerges that the Union army had a better military strategy when compared to the Confederacy. While the Confederacy opted to hide in trenches and wait for the enemy, the Union went for aggressive combats and to block the supplies of the Confederate army hence weakening them. In essence, the words of the three men dispel the belief the individual soldiers were motivated by political ideology; rather, it emerges that manly pride and ego were the primary motivators. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]	From the discussion above, it is evident that primary sources give an individualistic touch of the war. They give a true feel of the war, unlike secondary sources which report events of the war through the lenses of authors who were not part of the war. The discussion also demonstrates that although the war was initially orchestrated by real issues, the war was propagated relentless manly egos and the fear to concede defeat rather than real social issues. 
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